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SECOND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.G 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Following the filing of a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) on September 13, 
2001, please amend this application as follows, and consider the following arguments. 
In the Specification : 

Please add the following sentence on page 1, immediately following the title: 
-This is a U.S. national phase filing of PCT Application No. PCT/EP97/03549, filed on 
July 4, 1997, which claims priority to United Kingdom applications GB9614197.3 filed on July- 
5, 1996, and GB9707041.1 filed on April 7, 1997, the disclosures of which are hereby expressly 
incorporated by reference in their entireties.— 



Tn the HI aims: l/^^ 

Please cancel claims 1-1 1, and 13-26, without prejudice. 

Please amend claim 27 to read as follows: 
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